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Farewell to our President
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It is with the highest regard and admiration we say farewell to Captain John Smith, “Smitty”, Cranston Police Department (Retired) as longstanding President of the Rhode Island Police Officers Emerald Society.   President Smith’s tenure reflects a period of unconditional devotion, relentless commitment, and entertainment.  His unselfish service and allegiance to this society is the basis for our existence today.  Captain Smith’s tireless efforts can only be described as extraordinary, given the organizational challenges we faced over the years. His good cheer and love of police work served as a constant inspiration and appeal to recognize the men and women in blue.  President Smith not only served as our President but also as a dear friend, confidant, and mentor to many members.   Regardless of how you felt when you arrived at meetings you always department with laughter in your heart and pride in your heritage.  In addition to being our monthly meeting personality, President Smith represented the society  with great distinction, pride, and notable appearance; wearing his signature wardrobe.   Smitty is a true ambassador that will never dampen his enthusiasm with his departure as President.  I am certain he will remain a resounding voice for years to come.  We all wish you the best Smitty and remind you that if your get wrestles as a spectator, we will gladly hand you the microphone until the Sergeant-at-Arms removes you. I also want to acknowledge the commitment of Vice Presidents Michael Moura and Michael Limoge. 
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Welcome



My name is Joseph Christopher Coffey and I welcome the opportunity and privilege to serve as your president along with Vice President Jim Tierney, Treasurer James Crowshaw, Sergeant-at-Arms Joe McGarry, and Secretary Gina Merola. I offer a brief Biography for those of you who do not know me personally. I am currently a Captain on the Warwick Police Department overseeing the Patrol Division and have served the department for sixteen years. Prior, I was a Captain at the Wyatt Detention Facility and a Training Instructor at the RI Department of Corrections. I am an Army Veteran. I come from a long line of family service in the armed forces and Public Safety. My Dad, Joseph Francis Coffey, served in Vietnam and is buried at the RI Veteran’s Cemetery and I have two uncles buried at Arlington National Cemetery. My Dad was the youngest of eleven siblings. I have four siblings.  I am most proud of my job as Dad to my son Ethan, baseball coach, and Cub Scout Den Leader. I am engaged to Katie Arnold and will wed June 11, 2011. I was born on Potters Avenue in South Providence in 1964 and eventually settled, like many of my Irish neighbors, in Edgewood, Cranston. I am a graduate of Roger Williams University.   Several of my relatives have proudly served in the public safety profession to include the Late Chief George Coffey (Cranston Police), Late Colonel Walter Stone (RISP), and Captain Charles Brennan (North Kingstown PD retired), late Chief John Stone (Cranston FD) to name a few. I am extremely proud of my Irish Heritage and police tradition.  I intend on bringing this same sense of pride to my new role and carry the torch with your support and involvement.
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Membership
I, like many of you, recognize the daily work and personal demands placed upon us that take precedence over civic and social commitments.  I am also very cognizant of the financial challenges that impact our members’ ability to pay dues and contribute in other ways. I only remind you that it is these same commitments that justify your involvement in the society. Taking the time to attend meetings can offer some stress relief, the opportunity to embrace your heritage, and promote good will with the numerous donations the society extends with your help and support. There is no recent greater need for fraternalism, comradely, and giving than we face these days. I ask that as you read this appeal you weigh with a heavy heart your pledge to the society.  I assure you, as long as people are in need, especially, police officers, we will be here for them and each other. I welcome and encourage your participation in organization events in support of our mission. Cead Mile Failte (100,000 Welcomes).
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Salute
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I offer our gratitude any thank to Boston Police Emerald Society Past President Sean McCarthy and current Vice President Sean Deery for their visit at our recent monthly meeting.  Both spoke very passionately about their organizations and efforts underway to recognize Officer Barney McGinniskin, the first Irish cop in Boston hired November 4, 1851. Barney was not just the first Irish cop to walk a beat in Boston; He was the first Irish police officer in the United States. As Brother McCarthy so affectionately described, Officer McGinniskin announced his presence at roll call, “Barney McGinniskin from the bogs of Ireland.” The very notion of an Irish policeman enraged Brahmin and Yankee tradesman alike in the Boston of 1951. 
The politicians of the period feared an Irish cop on the force would lead to Irish criminals receiving special consideration from their own wearing blue. Barney had been on the job for only three years by the time the anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic, Know Nothing Party made huge inroads in Boston municipal elections. And so, in 1854, a year before the Know Nothings extended their control to the Massachusetts Legislature and governor’s office, Barney was fired, not for anything he did, but for who he was. The BPOES is determined to highlight McGinniskin’s plight by dedicating a proper memorial t his grave in St. Augustine’s Cemetery in Southie, the oldest Catholic Church in the United States.
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Upcoming Events

April 28th    Law Day, Salve Regina University

Sophomore Harry Scales is the recipient of this year’s Joseph J. McGarry ‘97 Memorial Scholarship. Refreshments served at 5pm followed by the ceremony at 6pm.
June 3rd   Special Olympics RI Law Enforcement Torch Run



The Law Enforcement Torch Run is part of an international campaign for Special Olympics coordinated and managed by all divisions of Law Enforcement officers and officials throughout the world whose mission is to raise dollars and awareness of the Special Olympics Movement worldwide.  Over 35 police departments, fire departments along with the RI State Police and RI Correctional officers provide significant financial and public awareness for Special Olympics Rhode Island.  They also provide volunteer support to all Special Olympics Rhode Island Area and State Competitions by presenting medals to our athletes.  If you are interested in getting involved with the Torch Run, please contact Tracy Garabedian at tracy@specialolympicsri.org.

15-21 May    National Police Week 
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Please visit National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund at www.nleomf.org for Washington, DC events. Local events include memorial services throughout the State to include a ceremony at the Warwick Police FOP on May 22nd at 10am.

May 1st     2011 Aquidneck Island National Police Parade.
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This year’s Grand Marshall is Rhode Island Attorney General and Society member Peter KilMartin. Please visit www.policeparade.org for details.
[image: image13.jpg]



Next Meeting



Tuesday, May 10, 2011 7:30PM






